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INTRODUCTION

; Theoret ical perspective : interdisciplinary
(Cultural Anthropology, Cultural Psychology,
Ethnography , Cross- Cultural Studies)

; Maghreb, or oWesto( 1 n Arab
used in relation to the region of North Africa,
namely Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia.




Multiple sub-selves

1 As our personalities evolve throughout
our lives, we develop and use various
sub - selves (Erikson, Bakhtin ).

} For instance , In the process of cross-
cultural learning, students of bi-
cultural origin get to use the
dimension they may not use so much

iIn every day life in North America

(Indian, Arabic, Chinese, etc.).



DISCOURSES AND MULTIPLE
IDENTITIES

} A discourse - a process of relating
one aspect of our personality to other
aspects.

1 It defines identity by locating a me 6
versus a n enhe @ften, during a
culture - shock experience ).

; Generally, self Is regarded as a
cognitive construction developed In
the process of social interaction .




EXTENSION OF SELF IN HIGH-
CONTEXT CULTURES

1 Self, temporal dimension , inclusion of others

SOCIALLY
EMBEDDED SELF
TEMPORAL
CONTEXT OTHERS:
- Family

- Peer- group

- Religious

it
PAST M PRESENT S
FUTURE




MULTICULTURAL MAGHREB

y The region first l nhabit
Peopled(or oBerberso, as
t he Greeks, since they d
who have been strongly influenced by Islam

since 7 ™ century CE. The region then was

colonized by the French (19 ™ century to mid

- 1960s).

Inhabitants of Maghreb speak three
languages : a mixture of Arabic (dialect), one
of the Berber languages and French.




FROM WESTERN PERSPECTIVE

+ From the Christian perspective , Islam is usually
perceived as a monolith,not as a conglomerate
of cultures following Islam as a religious and
social system.

} Some researchers , journalists have tried to focus
on the & Mu s Iminand which is quite a
controversial approach .

} The most objective approach developed by
Edward Hall (1966, 1976) categorizes cultures
iInto low - context (verbal, explicit ) and high -
context (non-verbal, other contextual elements,
implicit ).




Cross—-cultural perspective

1 Low- context cultures are usually
iIndividualistic , while high - context ones are
usually collectivistic , which means that
iIndividuals identify themselves with a wider
social group ( I.e. extended family , team at
work , etc.) and collective goals matter more
than individual ones. Collectivistic cultures
also tend to be based on social consensus,
unlike individualistic ones that promote
competition and individual success.




The basic cultural differences

+ All the differences resulting from the above
are also related to contrasting concepts that
we need to consider , while talking about
Muslim cultural identity :

} a weversus a lway of thinking
} CONSeNnsuUs versus competition

} religious versus secular (in Islam, there is no
distinction between the two spheres of life)

} honor and shame versus innocence and guilt
1 different perception of time and space




Traditional social structure

1 Traditionally , Arab society is patrilineal , in
terms of social structure , origins of which
date back to the pre- Islamic period ( i.e.prior
to the 7th CE). Individuals trace their origin to
male ancestors . Females belong to their
fat her sol il neages

+ Patrilineage has been the dominant system of
kinship and the foundation of the
organization of society .




Western” influences

1 Western influences , in terms of
individualization form the other
extreme that seems appealling to
young Muslims .

} Gary Gregg has analyzed cases from
Morocco that illustrate dualism of the

process of shaping cultural identity of
its inhabitants .




Life narratives from Maghreb

1 One of the cases studied by Gregg reveals the
strength of traditional values, in terms of
cultural identity .

; Muhammad, a young Moroccan villager ,
traces back his origin to Ragul Kabir
(honourable great - grandfather , who also had
the title of Aay). T h a twbese his rnidam
(orderly , responsible ) self came from .

1 There Is an opposing anti- self, jahel/, as well .




Life narratives from Morocco

RAGUL KABIR HIS GREAT-
GRANDFATHER
FATHER

SHAYKH &
RELIGIOUS
LEADER

MUHAMMAD JAHEL



CLAN LOYALTY AND RELIGIOUS
AUTHORITY

} Ragul Kabir (in this case, great - grandgather )
symbolizes the honorofa man, one of the
basic values of North African cultures

+ Father, In this case, Is perceived as the one
who entrapped Muhammad In the framework
of traditional social system, when he was
trying to lead his independent life.

» Shaykh, religious authority, represents
a b a aElkessedness ) 0 the other basic value
of the society , related to life of Prophet
Muhammad.




JWild"aspect ( jahel)

+ Jahel or wild aspect of his personality s
related to disbelief in good human nature .
This is where all his frustrations go, In
relation with the divorce of his parents . This
IS what made him join the army.

} Both aspects of his personality are in constant
discourse . The overall self-concept Is very
fluid and ever- changing .




} One of the cases | have observed In Algiers ,
QAisha, seems somehow similar .
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